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Presidential Fellows Program 
Spring Leadership Conference Summary 

April 8-10, 2010 
 
The Center for the Study of the Presidency 

and Congress recently welcomed the 2009-2010 
Presidential Fellows class back to Washington, DC, 
for the Spring Leadership Conference at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia.  The 
Program began with a lunch, followed by a speech 
on Obama’s leadership style by Mr. Evan Thomas, 
Editor at Large of Newsweek.  Mr. Thomas 
provided insight on Obama’s rationalist approach to 
the Presidency and raised questions about how this 
approach will play out as Obama faces what Mr. 
Thomas feels will be the greatest challenge of his 
Presidency: the national debt and long-term deficits.   

Evan Thomas speaking to the Presidential Fellows 
  

In the afternoon the Fellows divided into six 
issue groups, assigned during the Fall Conference, 
to discuss the first drafts of their papers with their 
peers and alumni counselors.  The final papers that 
the Fellows will submit to the Center in May will be 
the culmination of many months of researching, 
writing, editing, and consulting with their on-
campus faculty advisors, professional mentors 
provided by the Center, and their peers at the Fall  
 

and Spring Conferences.  The twenty best papers 
will be published by the Center this summer.  
 

On Thursday night the Fellows attended the 
Center’s 43rd Annual Awards Dinner, which 
honored Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke 
with the Center’s Hamilton Award.  This event gave 
the Fellows the opportunity to meet many 
prominent leaders in the fields of government, 
business, and academia and to continue their 
discussions of policy and leadership.  The 
Honorable David Gergen, former adviser to  

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke answers 
the Fellows’ questions 

 
Presidents Nixon, Ford, Reagan, and Clinton served 
as Master of Ceremonies for the dinner.  Mr. 
Gergen was joined by Mr. Stephen A. Schwarzman, 
CEO and Co-Founder of the Blackstone Group, 
who served as Awards Dinner Chairman and the 
Honorable Paul Volcker, Former Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, who introduced Chairman 
Bernanke.  During the dinner, Chairman Bernanke  
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spoke about the lessons that he learned during his 
studies of the Great Depression and how he applied 
those lessons in leadership as head of the Federal 
Reserve during the current crisis.  Afterwards, the 
Fellows were able to have a private question and 
answer session with Chairman Bernanke.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
At the Awards Dinner, two Fellows were 

recognized for their outstanding papers.  Ms. Jaime 
Fuller of Middlebury College received the Donald 
B. Marron Award for best historical analysis of the 
Presidency.  In her paper, she analyzed Franklin 
Roosevelt’s successful communications strategy 
during his Presidency and extrapolated the 
principles she felt could be utilized in the Obama 
Administration even in a radically altered media 
environment.  Mr. Nicolas Sher of Haverford 
College was recognized as the recipient of the 
James R. Moffett Award for most original paper on 
the modern Presidency.  His paper discussed the 
short-term and long-term effects of the war on 
terrorism on Presidential power.  Sher concluded 
that some Presidential powers asserted during the 
Bush administration, include indefinite detention 
and warrantless surveillance likely will be 
continued in the next decade but will not be 
maintained permanently.   

 

After a late evening at the Awards Dinner, 
the Fellows were up early the next morning for a 
White House tour specially requested by Lukas 
McGowan, a former Center Presidential Fellow, 
Deputy Director of Correspondence for Vice 
President Biden.  The Fellows then headed to the 
Hay Adams Hotel for a question and answer session 
with a panel of current White House Fellows.  This 
prestigious group of young professionals is selected 
annually to bring their expertise from a wide range 
of fields to the offices of the federal government.    

The White House Fellows offer insightful advice 
 
Panelists included Dr. Sarah Johnson, a planetary 
scientist and Junior Fellow in the Harvard Society  
of Fellows who is currently serves in the White 
House Office of Science and Technology; Ms. 
Nicole Campbell, Vice President of the Deutsche 
Bank Americas Foundation who currently works on 
education projects for NASA; Lieutenant Colonel 
Rob Lyman of the United States Air Force who 
currently works in the U.S. Department of 
Transportation; Ms. Annie Maxwell, the Chief 
Operating Officer of Direct Relief International who 
works with the Office of the Vice President; and 
Mr. Adam Taylor, a minister and the Senior 
Political Director at Sojourners, who works with the  
 

2010 AWARD WINNING PAPERS 

James R. Moffett Award Recipient 
A Loaded Weapon? The Future of Presidential 

Powers in the War on Terrorism 
Nicholas Sher 

Haverford College 

Donald B. Marron Award Recipient 
Fireside Chats and Web Addresses: Can Obama 

Replicate FDR’s Rhetorical Model Today? 
Jaime Fuller 

Middlebury College 
�
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White House Office of Public Engagement and 
Cabinet Affairs. This distinguished panel shared 
insights with the Center Fellows about excelling in 
their chosen fields and the many challenges and 
rewards of working in government.   
 

In the afternoon, Dr. Vinton Cerf, Vice 
President and Chief Internet Evangelist at Google, 
provided his unique perspective on the intersection 
of technology development and government service. 
Dr. Cerf spoke about his experiences as the co-
designer of TCP/IP protocols and basic architecture 
of the Internet and his work with the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA).   He also discussed 
cyber security with the Fellows and the recent cyber 
attacks reshaping Google’s presence in China.   

Dr. Vint Cerf engages the Fellows in discussion 
 
With Friday’s last speaker, the Fellows got 

an inside look at diplomacy from Ambassador Kurt 
Volker, the former United States Permanent 
Representative to NATO.  Ambassador Volker gave 
the Fellows a complete picture of the many roles he 
has held in the State Department, the National 
Security Council, and the CIA in his journey from 
being an exchange student in Switzerland to 
becoming the Ambassador to NATO.  He was also 
able to address the Fellows’ many questions on the 

current diplomatic challenges faced by the Obama 
administration.  
  

On the final day of the conference, Center 
President Dr. David Abshire addressed the Fellows  
and encouraged them to actively contribute as 
alumni of the Fellows program.  He also solicited 
their advice on an upcoming Center initiative on 
women leaders.  The final speaker of the conference 
was Colonel Mark “Puck” Mykleby of the United 
States Marine Corps who discussed the challenges  
of his role as special strategic assistant to Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael 
Mullen. Colonel Mykleby’s inspiring speech 
touched on philosophical elements of strategy 
creation as well as addressing the challenges of 
leadership in middle management positions. 

Colonel Mykleby taking time to advise the Fellows 
 

Before heading back to their respective 
colleges and universities, the Fellows gathered in 
their peer groups to discuss plans for the final drafts 
of their papers.  Overall, it was an exciting and 
successful year for the 2009-2010 class of 
Presidential Fellows.  We have already heard that 
two of the Fellows will be awarded the prestigious 
Truman Scholarship. Our congratulations go to Mr. 
Noah Koubenec of The Citadel and Mr. Nicholas 
Lillios of the University of Wisconsin- Madison.   
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Emily Bradley, from Colgate University discusses 
her paper with her peer group 
 
The Center looks forward to reading and publishing 
the final papers that the Fellows will produce and to 
supporting and engaging all of the Fellows as they 
pursue their career aspirations.   
 
And A Very Special thanks to Toyota Motor North 

America, Inc for their gift of $25,000 
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For More information about the Presidential Fellows Program Please Contact: 

Alex J. Douville 
Dean of Fellows and 

Director of Education Projects 
adouville@thePresidency.org 

 
Parry K. VanLandingham 

Coordinator 
pvanlandingham@thePresidency.org 

 
Phone: (202) 872-9800 
Fax: (202) 872-9811 

 
1020 19th Street, NW, Suite 250 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
www.thePresidency.org 

ENDOWED FELLOWSHIPS  
 

The Andrew Barth Fellowship at  
Columbia University 

 
The John C. Whitehead Fellowship at 

Haverford College  
 

The R. Gordon Hoxie Fellowship at  
Long Island University 

 
The Avery Barth Fellowship at  

the University of Southern California 
 

The David Abshire Fellowship at  
United States Military Academy 

 
The General C. Meyer Fellowship at  

United States Military Academy 
 


