
T he coming years demand greatness from our nation’s leaders
and our citizens, as we navigate the significant domestic
and international challenges that threaten our nation’s

security and long-term prosperity. The difficulty of this task is
magnified by our country’s political divisions, for today we are too
much a house divided. Yet, if we unite to turn challenges into
opportunities and pursue common goals, we surely will write another
great chapter in America’s history.

Civility and inclusive leadership are proven means of bridging political
divisions and forging national unity and commitment. National resolve
and unity of purpose are essential for marshalling the best talent,
regardless of party affiliation, and are the elements required to develop
a strategic consensus on the way forward.

Civility does not require citizens to give up cherished beliefs or “dilute”
their convictions. Rather, it requires respect, listening, and trust when
interacting with those who hold differing viewpoints. Indeed, civility
and inclusive leadership have often been exercised in the American
experience as a means of moving to higher, common ground and
developing more creative approaches to realize shared aspirations.

Accordingly, the National Committee to Unite a Divided America
strongly urges America’s leaders to draw strength and wisdom from our
nation’s greatest achievements arising from inclusiveness and civility.
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Challenges
WHEREAS, overseas, our nation’s challenges include:

❖ The continuing war against terrorism worldwide, and maintaining civil
liberties and the rule of law at home,

❖ Continued violence and instability in Afghanistan and Iraq, even
while progress is made toward a democratic electoral process in both
countries,

❖ The extended deployment of our Armed Forces, National Guard,
and Reserves,

❖ Proliferation of nuclear and other weapons of mass effect,

❖ The prevalence of anti-Americanism around the world,

WHEREAS, at home, our challenges include:

❖ The need to strengthen the defense of the homeland and address
vulnerabilities to natural disasters,

❖ Runaway healthcare costs and inequities in health insurance,

❖ Retirement of the baby-boom generation and the potential insolvency
of Medicare and Social Security,

❖ Rising federal budget and trade deficits, with an over-reliance on
foreign creditors,

❖ Threats to our energy security, especially heavy dependence on foreign
oil supplies, and the need to address global climate change,
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❖ The decline of our educational competitiveness in the face of world
competition, especially in the fields of science, engineering, and
mathematics, as well as the often unnecessary barriers to qualified
foreign students seeking to study in the United States,

❖ An alarming decline in character-based leadership in parts of
government, business, education, religious life, and athletics,

From Challenges to Opportunities
WHEREAS to face these challenges successfully and capitalize on new opportunities,
the nation must come together in the spirit of civility and shared commitment to
marshal the best minds across political divides, actions that in the past have enabled
Americans to realize some of our nation’s greatest accomplishments, as exemplified by:

❖ The Constitutional Convention, during which President George
Washington guided leaders of distinct and often opposing beliefs to
find common ground in order to accomplish the near impossible —
the creation of a new nation,

❖ The mobilization of American science and industry during World War
II, made possible by the inclusive leadership of President Franklin
Roosevelt, who brought Republicans into his Cabinet, appointed his
rival, Wendell Willkie, as envoy, and selected independent-minded
Vannevar Bush to marshal American science and research to the
cause,

❖ The development of a long-term strategy to prevail in the Cold War
under President Harry Truman, who engaged Republicans to create
domestic consensus for the Marshall Plan, the Berlin airlift, and the
creation of NATO,

❖ President John F. Kennedy’s mobilization of American science and
technology, along with the nation’s collective will, to energize the
space program and, in less than a decade, send a man to the moon, and
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❖ The heroic sacrifices of first responders and volunteers across the
nation on September 11th, along with America’s exceptional
resilience in the days afterwards, nurtured by President George W.
Bush’s immediate call for tolerance and unity across religious faiths
and political affiliations,

WHEREAS American global leadership has been most effective when based on the
principles of civility and inclusive leadership abroad, as demonstrated by:

❖ Beginning with President Harry Truman, the creation and
performance, under strong but often indirect U.S. leadership of the
North Atlantic Council, which has maintained a commitment to
civility and respect for all views within the alliance, practices that
allowed the Western democracies to maintain the unity of purpose
needed to prevail in the Cold War,

❖ The peaceful transition from Cold War divisions to a
predominantly united and free Europe, made possible in large
measure by the inclusive leadership of Presidents Ronald Reagan
and George H. W. Bush, who engaged allies and erstwhile
adversaries to help bring Eastern Europe into the democratic fold,

❖ President George H. W. Bush’s creation of a broad-based
international coalition of 35 nations from across the world to drive
Saddam Hussein’s forces out of Kuwait during the 1990-1991 Gulf
War,

❖ President Bill Clinton’s success in building and maintaining
support within NATO for the 1999 intervention in Kosovo to halt
the mass expulsion and killing of ethnic Albanians by the regime
of Slobodan Milosevic, and

❖ The marshalling of resources to assist victims of the December
2004 tsunami disaster in the Indian Ocean, an enormous task
enhanced by President George W. Bush’s decision to task former
Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton with mobilizing
America’s unparalleled network of private charities to assist in the
disaster relief effort,
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WHEREAS America’s private and non-profit sectors, through independent
initiatives and government-sponsored commissions, are indispensable for
marshalling diverse expertise across ideological lines and for exploring
innovative, sometimes contrarian, ideas,

AND RECALLING THAT, in the absence of strong leadership to forge
unity of purpose, national disunity, as America experienced in the decades
preceding the Civil War and during the Vietnam War, has led to some of the
nation’s greatest tragedies, for as President Lincoln said, “A house divided
against itself cannot stand,”

Resolution
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT WE, THE NATIONAL
COMMITTEE TO UNITE A DIVIDED AMERICA, urge the President of
the United States and Members of Congress to:

❖ Increase civility and inclusive leadership, while welcoming
constructive advice and debate, to strengthen national unity
of purpose and spirit,

❖Marshal the best minds in America, regardless of party
affiliation, and

❖ Develop bipartisan consultative mechanisms in order to
promote consensus building and to ensure strategic
coherence and creativity in U.S. policy,

AND, TO ADDRESS OUR IMMEDIATE WARTIME CHALLENGES,
WE urge the President and the Congress to:

❖Mobilize more public support for the men and women of the
Armed Forces, National Guard, and Reserves, and increase
awareness of the daily sacrifices of their families and
employers back home,



❖ Accelerate efforts to marshal the expertise of the scientific and
business communities to secure the nation’s vulnerable infrastructure
from terrorist attack (an effort already advanced by the outreach of
the Department of Homeland Security), and

❖ Increase efforts to rally Americans of all political persuasions to
accept broader shared sacrifice in order to advance the common
objectives of securing peace and security in Afghanistan and Iraq and
of securing the American homeland from attack,

AND, TO REVITALIZE AMERICA’S ROLE AS AN INDISPENSABLE
GLOBAL LEADER, WE encourage the President and the Congress to:

❖ Build and strengthen international resolve, cooperation, and
capabilities — especially through international organizations,
beginning with the United Nations — to de-legitimize and prevent
terrorism, halt the spread of weapons of mass effect, resolve current
conflicts and prevent future acts of aggression, above all, genocide,
respond effectively to natural disasters, and foster economic
development,

❖ Encourage the world’s richest nations to do more to alleviate extreme
poverty and crushing health problems in the word’s poorest nations,

❖ Fully exploit the diplomatic potential of Congress through the use of
Congressional delegations overseas and joint parliamentary fora, such
as the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, and

❖ Strengthen America’s ability to communicate with and engage other
societies by reinvigorating public diplomacy across all federal
agencies that communicate to audiences abroad and by integrating
private sector expertise into this endeavor,

AND, ADDITIONALLY, WE urge our national leaders to cooperate with and
support the nation’s independent and university-based research and policy institutes,
which are at the forefront of efforts to mobilize America’s creative talent across
political viewpoints in order to develop innovative solutions to our nation’s
challenges,
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AND, FURTHERMORE, AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS, WE

❖ Urge Governors, Mayors, State Legislators, and Local
Government Officials to initiate and participate in efforts to pull
together the creative talent of our local communities in order to
advance our shared objectives, and

❖ Encourage our nation’s educators to develop new ways of instilling
the spirit of civility, cooperation, and shared sacrifice in our
leaders of tomorrow, from primary school to the graduate level,

❖ Pursue a robust national capability to respond to domestic crises,
including stronger support for the National Guard and Reserve,
domestic law enforcement, and first responders,

AND, FINALLY, WE remind our national leaders that they set the tone of our
national discourse and set the example, for good or ill, that our young people will
follow,

FOR, ABOVE ALL ELSE, at a time when the nation is at war and faces other
vulnerabilities, the President, the Congress, and other national leaders must
develop a strategic consensus for the way ahead and unite the American people in
the spirit of civility and shared sacrifice, as was so evident immediately following
the tragedy of September 11, 2001.
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“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy

present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must

rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew,

and act anew . . . Fellow-citizens, we cannot escape history.”

—Abraham Lincoln
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Former Assistant Director for Economic Policy

Office of Management and Budget

MR. JOHN E. PEPPER, JR.
Chairman of the Board – The Walt Disney Company
Co-Chairman of the Board – National Underground Railroad

Freedom Center
Former Chairman and CEO – Proctor & Gamble

MR. H. ROSS PEROT
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Former Member – President’s Foreign Intelligence

Advisory Board
Awarded the Medal for Distinguished Public Service

THE HONORABLE THOMAS R. PICKERING
Former Senior Vice President for International Relations

Boeing Company
Former Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs
Former Ambassador to the United Nations, Russia, India,

Israel, El Salvador, Nigeria and Jordan

MR. H. GREGORY PLATTS
Senior Vice President and Treasurer – The National

Geographic Society

MR. HUGH B. PRICE
Senior Fellow – The Brookings Institution
Former President – The Rockefeller Foundation
Former President – National Urban League
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MR. SCOTT L. PROBASCO, JR.
Chairman Emeritus of the Executive Committee –

SunTrust Bank

THE HONORABLE DAVID PRYOR
Former Dean – University of Arkansas

Clinton School of Public Service
Former United States Senator
Former Governor of Arkansas

RABBI STANLEY RABINOWITZ

Rabbi Emeritus – Adas Israel
Former President – The Rabbinical Assembly

THE HONORABLE MARC F. RACICOT
President – American Insurance Association
Former Chairman – Republican National Committee
Former Governor of Montana

IMAM FEISAL ABDUL RAUF
Imam – Masjid al-Farah
Founder and CEO – American Society for Muslim Advancement
Author – Islam: A Search for Meaning

MR. JAMES C. REES
Executive Director – Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens

THE HONORABLE THOMAS J. RIDGE
President – Ridge Global, LLC
Former Secretary of Homeland Security
Former Governor of Pennsylvania

THE HONORABLE CHARLES S. ROBB
Co-Chairman – Commission on the Intelligence

Capabilities of the US Regarding Weapons of
Mass Destruction

Member – The Iraq Study Group
Former United States Senator
Former Governor of Virginia

MRS. LYNDA JOHNSON ROBB
Former Chair – President’s Advisory Committee for Women
Former Commissioner – National Commission to Prevent

Infant Mortality

THE HONORABLE GILBERT A. ROBINSON
Former Deputy Director – United States Information Agency

DR. DAVID ROCKEFELLER
Founder and Honorary Chairman – Trilateral Commission
Former Chairman and CEO – Chase Manhattan Bank

GENERAL BERNARD ROGERS, USA (RET.)
Former Allied Supreme Commander – NATO
Former Chief of Staff – US Army

THE HONORABLE SELWA S. ROOSEVELT
Former Chief of Protocol

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS
Strategic Director – Madrona Venture Fund
Principal – Madrona Investment Group, LLC
Former Agency Administrator – Environmental

Protection Agency
Former Acting Director – Federal Bureau of Investigation

THE HONORABLE WARREN RUDMAN
Co-Chairman – Stonebridge International, LLC
Of Counsel – Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, LLP
Former United States Senator
Former Chairman – President’s Foreign Intelligence

Advisory Board
Former Chairman – Hart-Rudman Commission

DR. ABDUL AZIZ SAID
Founder – Center for Global Peace
Mohammed Said Farsi Chair of Islamic Peace

American University

MR. B. FRANCIS SAUL II
Chairman and CEO – Chevy Chase Bank

DR. ISABEL V. SAWHILL

Senior Fellow and Co-Director of the Center on Children
and Families, The Brookings Institution

MS. PAMELA SCHOLL
Chair and President – Dr. Scholl Foundation

MR. WILLIAM A. SCHREYER
Chairman of the Executive Committee – Center for Strategic

and International Studies
Chairman Emeritus – Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM S. SESSIONS
Partner – Holland & Knight
Former Director – Federal Bureau of Investigation
Former United States District Chief Judge

THE HONORABLE DONNA E. SHALALA
President – University of Miami
Former Chancellor – University of Wisconsin-Madison
Former Secretary of Health and Human Services

THE HONORABLE WENDY R. SHERMAN
Principal – The Albright Group, LLC
Special Advisor to President Clinton
North Korea Policy Coordinator

MR. DIMITRI K. SIMES
President – The Nixon Center
Former Director of the Soviet and East European Program

SAIS – Johns Hopkins University



16

THE HONORABLE ALAN K. SIMPSON
Member – The Iraq Study Group
Former United States Senator

THE HONORABLE DAVID SKAGGS
Executive Director – Center for Democracy and Citizenship

Program, Council for Excellence in Government
Former Member of Congress
Founder – US House Bipartisan Retreat

THE HONORABLE RODNEY SLATER
Partner – Patton Boggs, LLP
Former Secretary of Transportation

DR. ANNE MARIE SLAUGHTER
Dean – Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International

Affairs, Princeton University
Former President – American Society for International Law

RABBI DR. RONALD B. SOBEL
Senior Rabbi Emeritus – Congregation Emanu-El of New York

THE HONORABLE ROBERT S. STRAUSS
Founder and Partner – Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP
Former Ambassador to the Soviet Union and Russia
Former Chairman – Democratic National Committee
Awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by

President Carter

THE HONORABLE JAMES W. SYMINGTON
Former Member of Congress
Former Chief of Protocol

THE HONORABLE STROBE TALBOTT
President – The Brookings Institution
Former Deputy Secretary of State

THE REVEREND W. DOUGLAS TANNER, JR.
President – Faith and Politics Institute

DR. VITA C. TAUSS
Professor and Dean Emerita – City University of New York

MR. G. KENNEDY THOMPSON
Chairman, President and CEO – Wachovia Corporation

DR. JAMES A. THURBER
Director and Distinguished Professor

Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies
American University

DR. STEPHEN JOEL TRACHTENBERG
President Emeritus and University Professor of Public Service

George Washington University

THE HONORABLE RUSSELL E. TRAIN
Chairman Emeritus – World Wildlife Fund
Former Administrator – Environmental Protection Agency
Former Undersecretary of the Department of Interior

DR. ERIC M. USLANER

Professor of Government and Politics – University of Maryland
Author – The Decline of Comity in Congress

GENERAL JOHN W. VESSEY, JR., USA (RET.)
Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Former Presidential Emissary to Hanoi

ADMIRAL JAMES D. WATKINS, USN (RET.)
Former Chairman – US Commission on Ocean Policy
Former Chief of Naval Operations
Former Secretary of Energy

THE HONORABLE MURRAY WEIDENBAUM

Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished University Professor
Princeton University

Former Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers
to President Reagan

THE HONORABLE EDWARD L. WEIDENFELD

Managing Partner – Weidenfeld Law Firm, PC

MRS. DOLORES D. WHARTON

Founder and Chair – Fund for Corporate Initiatives, Inc.

THE HONORABLE JOHN C. WHITEHEAD

Founding Chairman – Lower Manhattan Development Corporation
Former Deputy Secretary of State
Former Chairman Goldman Sachs

MR. FREDERICK B. WHITTEMORE

Advisory Director – Morgan Stanley

DR. SAMUEL R. WILLIAMSON

Vice Chancellor and President Emeritus
Robert M. Ayres, Jr. Distinguished University Professor Emeritus

The University of the South

THE HONORABLE JAMES LEE WITT

President and CEO – James Lee Witt Associates, LLC
CEO – International Code Council
Former Director – Federal Emergency Management Agency

THE HONORABLE R. JAMES WOOLSEY

Vice President – Booz, Allen, & Hamilton
Former Director of Central Intelligence
Former Undersecretary of the Navy

MR. DANIEL YANKELOVICH
Chairman – Public Agenda
Chairman – Viewpoint Learning, Inc.
Author – The Magic of Dialogue

MR. STANLEY R. ZAX
Chairman and President – Zenith National Insurance Corporation

MR. JOHN ZOGBY
President and CEO – Zogby International
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In Memorium
THE HONORABLE MICHAEL DEAVER

Vice Chairman – Edelman
Former White House Counselor

THE HONORABLE JEANE J. KIRKPATRICK
Senior Fellow – American Enterprise Institute
Chair – US Delegation to the UN Human Rights Commission, 2003
Professor of Government – Georgetown University
Former Ambassador to the United Nations

THE HONORABLE LEONARD MARKS

Of Counsel – Cohn & Marks
Former Director – United States Information Agency

DR. FREDERICK SEITZ
President Emeritus – Rockefeller University
Former President – National Academy of Sciences

THE HONORABLE JACK VALENTI
Former Chairman and CEO – Motion Picture Association of America
Special Assistant to President Johnson

Serving in Government
THE HONORABLE ROBERT M. GATES

Secretary of Defense
President – Texas A & M University
Former Director of Central Intelligence

THE HONORABLE SUSAN C. SCHWAB
United States Trade Representative
Professor – Maryland School of Public Affairs
Former Assistant Secretary of Commerce
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First and foremost, the Center aims to strengthen Presidential leadership.
The award-winning Presidential Studies Quarterly, now in its 35th year, is the
premier academic journal on the Presidency. Triumphs and Tragedies of the
Modern Presidency: Seventy-Six Case Studies in Presidential Leadership, prepared
just prior to the 2000 Presidential election, provides historical examples of
transformational Presidential leadership to White House and Congressional
leaders, key agency officials and a growing number of college and university
students.

The Center also seeks to improve government by better organizing for
leadership. Programs address homeland security; increased investment in
basic science research, innovation and public health systems; global
economic stability; and better communicating America’s values, heritage,
institutions and beliefs globally.

Moreover, because the Office of the Presidency is maximized when the
Executive and Congressional branches work together, the Center seeks to
strengthen Executive-Legislative relations by promoting bipartisan
cooperation among the branches of government and within Congress.

Finally, the Center seeks to encourage public service and foster leadership
among young Americans through its Presidential Fellows Program.

The National Committee to Unite a Divided America promotes a deeper
understanding of how America has employed civility and inclusive leadership
throughout history to overcome severe challenges and realize many of its
greatest accomplishments. Using these lessons as a guide, the National
Committee encourages our current national leaders to bridge political
division and forge national unity of purpose as the nation navigates through a
time of great challenges and opportunities.

THE CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE PRESIDENCY

••
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